
 Lost in 
the Bush

by Serie Barford

Where’s PK?
It’s time to go.

Tēnā koutou 
katoa, tālofa lava, kia 

orana, fakaalofa lahi atu, 
tāloha ni, mālō e lelei, ni sa 

bula, greetings!

Where’s PK?
It’s time to go.

Wait for me!

Here he 
comes!

Sorry. 
I thought 
today was 
Saturday, 

Miss.
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Welcome to
Te Awa reserve. Just remember the 

rules for staying 
safe in the bush.

Rule one: stay 
together. Rule two: 
stay on the track. 
Rule three: listen to 
your group leader.

Hi, I’m 
Terri.

And I’m Steve, and this is Rufus. We work 
for the Department of Conservation.

Here are your 
worksheets.

Look at all 
the trees and 
plants we have 

to find !

I hope we 
don’t get lost.

I didn’t 
know there 

were so many 
kinds of trees 

in the bush.
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Sheesh, PK. The birds are 
in the sky. You’re looking at 

their reflections.

Time to move on. 
It’s uphill from here, 

and it’s slippery. 
Be careful.

I could run through 
that bush to find the 
nearest takeaway, 

no sweat.
Yeah, right ... how’s your 

worksheet going, Fatu? I’ve 
done nīkau, rangiora, ponga ...

Mrs Lakatani!

Aaaaaaah!Aaaaaaah!

Look at 
those birds in 
the stream.

Oh! I was so busy looking  
I forgot to draw.

Ewww! 
My shoes 

are muddy!
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I’m fast – I’ll go 
and get help!

Rule 
number two: 

stay together.

That’s rule number 
one. I’m going. COME BACK, 

FATU! 

Oh, my leg hurts!
I don’t think I can walk.

Are you all 
right, Miss?
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What 
about rule 

number two? 
We have to get 

back on the 
track!

Rule number three: listen 
to your group leader. I’m the class 
captain, so I’m in charge now. Let’s 
make Mrs L comfortable and keep 

her warm. And raise her leg up. 

What 
happened,
Sekola?

You slipped, 
Miss. Relax. Help will 

be here soon.

Cross 
fingers. Shush, 

Mele!

 We just have to 
stick together and think 
smart until help arrives.

We have to 
make a plan.

We 
can put a 

sign on the 
track so they 
know where 

we are.

Yes, we 
can lay a fern 

branch on the track 
white side up, so it looks 

like an arrow pointing 
down the bank. 

And I’ll write a message 
on a rangiora leaf 

as well.

Why don’t we 
just write a note on a 

piece of paper?

Because 
a rangiora leaf 

is waterproof, so 
the message won’t 

get ruined if it 
rains.

Let’s 
do both. 

Mele and PK should climb 
up the bank together. We can 

make a pile of 
stones too.

OK, Sekola. 
You and I can 
stay here with 

Mrs L.
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SNIFF!

PANT
GRUNT
SNIFF!

Now 
we wait.

What if we’re 
here all night? I’m 

scared of the dark.

My uncle said 
there are wild pigs in 

the bush, and they can 
rip you to pieces with 

their tusks.

I told my aunty 
I’d be home for 
dinner – not that 

I’d be dinner.

It’s getting 
closer!

Sounds like 
a wild pig! 

What’s 
that?

Snuffle!

Calm down! 
If we follow the 
rules, we’ll be OK.

SNIFF!

We found 
your trail 

markers and 
messages on the 

track, so we 
knew you were 

down here.

We realised something 
had happened when you didn’t 

come back at the right time. It 
looks like we’ll need a stretcher. 

Steve is calling for help.

You guys did 
all the right things. 

Well done!

I’m already 
planning my speech 

– it’s going to be called 
“How I saved everyone 
when we were lost in 

the bush”.

How I saved 
everyone? How we all 

saved each other! 
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